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incone tax checkoff system for a programhat we already
fund out of general funds, for a programthat is well within
our purviewto fund fromgeneral funds. There are sone very
special progranms that the Legi sl atureprobably cannot
directI?/ fund that warrant the use of the income tax
checkoff systemand | want you to ask yourself right now as
you are doing your United States incone tax returns, of what
use is the income tax checkoff systemnmade in United States
returns' One purposeand one purpose only and that is to
fund presidential elections and the reasonwhy is because
national |y our governnent has concluded that it is best to
use voluntary dollars to fund political contests than public
dollars to fund political contests andfor that reasonwe
use the income tax refund on the national scale for one
purpose and one purpose only and that is a voluntary
contribution to political contests. Now | happen to...as a
menber of the Revenue Conmittee, in the last six years our
comm ttee has heard about a half a dozen bills to establish
an income tax checkoff programfor one good cause or
another. One of the good causes incidentally was to fund
the United States teamin the Aynpics. We heard that bill.

One good cause was to fund art. We heard that bill. Now
this particular bill was not heardby the Revenue Conmittee
but rather by the Constitutional Revision and Recreation
Conmittee. It was there, that was the bill that they

happened to hear and that is one reason why it is on the
floor because | suspect had it gone before the Revenue
Committee the Revenue Committee would have continued its
basic policy of not ﬁerm'tti ng an incone tax checkoff bill
for those programs that the State of Nebraska can fund and
does fund out of general dollars. | think that our attitude
has al ways been to reserve the income tax checkoff only for
those activities that are very limted in nature wherein it
probably is not appropriatefor there to be direct paynent
of governmental dollars or direct public assistance to
provide the funding for the adventure. On the other hand we
recogni ze the particular venture as so significant that it
needs to have the support of the incone tax checkoff system
to nake certain that It is voluntarily funded and w despread
supported. | think 466, while the programis a worthwhile
program it is better for the endangered gane and species
programto conpete with other general fund dollars than to
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